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National Autism Network – Start Up Activities Report

(March 1 – October 31, 2025) 

The National Autism Network was created to support Canada’s Autism Strategy. From the beginning, the Network has been guided by the principle that Autistic people, families, and people with lived experience must be meaningfully included in the decisions that affect them. 

How the Network Began 

· In November 2024, the Sinneave Family Foundation (Sinneave) and Autism Alliance of Canada responded to a call for proposals from the Public Health Agency of Canada (PHAC). 
· Their proposal was selected, and in March 2025 a formal funding agreement was signed with PHAC. 
· Sinneave agreed to manage the funding on behalf of the Network, oversee early activities, and report progress to the Government of Canada. 


Progress in the First Eight Months 

1. Creating the organization 
· The National Autism Network was legally incorporated as an independent, not-for-profit organization. 
· An interim Board of Directors was formed to approve bylaws and policies. 

2. Hiring staff and contractors 
· Three term employees were hired to carry out start-up activities, including planning and hosting the first National Assembly. 

3. In-kind contributions  
· Sinneave provided office space, staff support, equipment, and other resources. 

4. Building infrastructure 
· Work included creating the website, beginning membership recruitment, and setting up organizational processes. 

5. Reporting 
· The year 1 Annual Report, Year 2 Operating Plan, and Year 2 Progress Report were submitted to the Government of Canada. 
 
Financial Overview 
Expenditures 
	Year 
	Period 
	Amount 

	Year 1 
	March 1–31, 2025 
	$227,104 

	Year 2 
	April 1–October 31, 2025 
	$290,775 


Distributions 
	Period 
	Amount 

	April 1–October 31, 2025 
	$680,355 


 
Next Steps 

With the foundation in place, the Network is moving forward with engaging members, launching committees and councils, and making sure Autistic people and their families have a strong voice in informing on Canada’s Autism Strategy. 

Report prepared by The Sinneave Family Foundation  
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